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by the evicted Parliament; "for, sir," he concluded, "the
nature of England will not endure any arbitrary power,
neither will any true Englishman in the army, so that
such a design will be ruinous and destructive. There-
fore I do earnestly entreat you that we may not be a
scorn to all the world and a prey to our enemies, that
the Parliament may be speedily restored to their freedom
which they enjoyed on the llth of this instant."

These plain-spoken letters fell like thunderbolts
amongst the London officers. Fleetwood, Lambert, and
Desborough met at Whitehall in consternation. With
the short-sighted conceit of second-rate men they had
practically omitted Monk from their calculations. They
had mistaken his modest ambitions for indifference. The
Quixotic loyalty which had made him submit to the inso-
lent orders of the war-office while Parliament was sitting,
they had taken for stupidity. Now with the sudden-
ness of a dream this despised soldier of fortune, this
exalted drill-sergeant, as they thought him, towered like
a giant before them as the three politicians sat together
astounded. Midnight struck, and with the madness of
doomed men they sent for Clarges. The result of the
interview with Monk's subtle agent was that he and
Colonel Talbot were ordered to start for Scotland within
three hours to invite Monk to agree to an armistice
preliminary to settling their quarrel by a treaty.

Their action was none too prompt. They knew well
enough what to expect when Monk had once declared.
We know the importance he attached to the first rapid
moves of a campaign. Lambert at least was aware
of his methods, and knew he would not waste a moment.
Nor did he. No sooner were the Scotch garrisons safe Church.
